Feeding, withdrawing, and withholding: ethical perspectives.
Ethics questions continue to loom large in the heath care arena, as the paradigm of physician-driven health care shifts to health care team- and patient-driven care. This review describes the types of information and the process clinicians and patients can use to evaluate end-of-life decisions related to the administration of medical nutrition and hydration. The author also touches on the emotions that the clinicians themselves inevitably bring to the decision-making process.